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Rufus Burrow Jr.'s work joins a recent trend of scholars-Wilma King,
Rebecca de Schweinitz, Gael Graharn, Sarah Caroline Thuesen, and myself-
who elevate how important the voices and the bodies of children and youth were
to what Jacquelyn Dowd Hall has called ?the long civil rights movement" (Hall,
"The Long Civil Rights Movement and the Political Uses of the Past," Jourml
ofAmerican History, 91 [March 2005], 1233-63). Burrow clearly articulates the
purpose of his work when he states that "this book focuses on the . . . role of
black children gid youths during the civil rights movement, and how their con-
tributions aided the efforts of Martin Luther King and other civil rights leaders"
(p. xvi). While the author focuses mostly on the contributions made by black
children and black youths, he also illustrates the important role some white
youths had within the movement, especially their role within the Student Non-
violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). By examining the civil rights move-
ment through the gaze of black young people and youth organizations, Burrow
shows that their voices and bodies were just as needed as those of Dr. Marlin
Luther King Jr., who is often seen as the figurehead of the civil rights movement.

One of the most difficult problems for scholars who study the civil rights
movement is to challenge the normative narrative in which King is seen as
the or?chestrator while others are seen as foot soldiers waiting on directives.
This is even more difficult when attempting to put black children and black
youth on the same level of importance as King. However, Burrow does a
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commendable job describing the partnership that existed between King, black
children, black youths, and youth organizations. Burrow frames his argu-
ment in the first two chapters, describing the respect King had for black
youths and how many black young peopke were inspired by King to par-
ticipate in the movement. Those chapters also describe a rarely discussed
event, the Youth March for Integrated Schools, and one of the most noticeable
events that occurred during the movement, the Montgomery bus boycott.
Burrow mticulates how these events created an inseparable bond between King
and young people that would prove pivotal to the movement.

Chapters 2 ana 3 provide thorough descriptions of how King, black chil-
dren, and black youth organizations worked together. Using the youth sit-ills,
the Freedom Rides, and the children's cmsade in Birrningham as examples,
Burrow shows l'2ow it was King's organization, the Southern Christian Lead-
ership Conference (SCLC), in a contentious partnership with youth organiza-
tions like SNCC, that orchestrated pivotal civil rights events that shaped
the 1960s and helped spur passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the
Voting Rights Act of 1965. The friction often originated from King's undying
loyalty to nonviolence as a philosophy and as a strategy, which is discussed
in great detail in chapters 4 and s. Burrow thoroughly details the antagonism
that existed in Mississippi and Selma, Alabama, which caused several mem-
bers of SNCC to bear arms in spite of King's calls for nonviolence. Although
the hostility was widespread and dangerous, and the disagreements between
civil rights leaders were genuine, Burrow describes how advocates for civil
rights stayed focused on achieving the goal. Chapter 6 describes the simi-
larities between historical injustices and present-day inequities and poses the
question, ?Who Will Carry the Freedom Struggle Fo'xvaxd'!? The book con-
cludes with a clarion call for the continuation of the struggle and a historical
blueprint that can be used as a guide.

Even though several texts on youth activism are missing from this book,
it is unquestionable that A Child Shall Lead Them: Martin Luther King Jr.,
Young People, and the Movement is very timely, considering"the new civil
rights movement," as some have called it, that is underway. Furthermore,
the recently released movie Selma (2014) indicates that a need remains to
understand-these historical events in a practical and applicable sense, which
Burrow's work accomplishes.
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